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YUGOSLAVIA AND ROMANIA REASSERT INDEPENDENCE 
ANNCR: 

YUGOSLAVIA AND ROMANIA HAVE AGAIN ASSERTED THEIR 
INDEPENDENCE IN 80TH INTERNATIONAL AND COMMUNIST PARTY 
AFFAIRS...AS WE HEAR IN THIS REPORT BY LARRY FREUND IN 
BELGRADE, 

VOICE? 

IN A SPEECH IN BUCHAREST, ROMANIAN PRESIDENT NICOLAE 
CEAUSESCU ATTACKED FORCES IN THE WORLD WHICH HE SAID ARE 
TRYING TO UNDERMINE NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE. SPEAKING THURSDAY 
TO THE ROMANIAN COMMUNIST PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE, PRESIDENT 
CEAUSESCU DECLARED THAT IMPERALIST REACTIONARY CIRCLES ARE 
TRYING TO REVIVE WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS THE OLD COSMOPOLITAN 
NEOLITHIC THESIS AGAINST NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE. 

PRESIDENT CEAUSESCU'S SPEECH IS IN LINE WITH PAST 
ASSERTIONS OF ROMANIAN NATIONALISM. AND IT FOLLOWS ON THE 
HEELS OF A LONG ARTICLE IN THE ROMANIAN PARTY NEWSPAPER, 
SCINTEIA, CRITICAL OF AN ALLEGED SUGGESTION BY 
AMERICAN STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL, HELMUT SONNENFELDT, 
ADVOCATING A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION 
AND THE EASTERN EUROPEAN STATES, THE SUGGESTION, LABELED 
IN EASTERN EUROPE AS THE SONNENFELT DOCTRINE, HAS BEEN 
DISOWNED BY MISTER SONNENFELDT HIMSELF. AND PRESIDENT FORD 
SAID THIS WEEK THAT THE UNITED STATES SEEKS TO BE RESPONSIVE 
TO AND TO ENCOURAGE, AS RESPONSIBLY AS POSSIBLE, THE DESIRE 
OF EAST EUROPEANS FOR GREATER AUTONOMY, INDEPENDENCE AND 


MORE NORMAL RELATIONS WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD. THE 
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SCINTEIA ARTICLE PRAISES PRESIDENT FORD FOR HIS REMARKS. 
YUGOSLAVIA ALSO HAS MOUNTED A PRESS CAMPAIGN ARGUING 
AGAINST THE DIVISION OF EUROPE INTO SPHERES OF INFLUENCE 
AND AT THE SAME TIME REASSERTING YUGOSLAVIA'S INDEPENDENCE 
FROM ANY BLOC. A MAJOR COMMENTARY IN THE SEMI-~OFFICIAL 
BELGRADE NEWSPAPER BORBA, WHILE ATTACKING WHAT IT CALLS THE 
SONNENFELDT AFFAIR, SAYS THAT NO MAJOR OUTSTANDING 
PROBLEMS EXIST IN YUGOSLAV-U.S. RELATIONS. BORBA ADDS 
THAT NOTHING WILL DISTURB PROGRESS TOWARD GREATER COOPERATION 
IF YUGOSLAVIA'S INDEPENDENT AND NON-ALIGNED POLICY 15 
RESPECTED, 
YUGOSLAV AND ROMANIAN SPOKESMEN HAVE ALSO BEEN 
RESTATING THEIR COUNTRIES POSITIONS IN PARTY RELATIONS. AT 
THE CZECHOSLOVAK PARTY CONGRESS IN PRAGUE, ROMANIAN DELEGATE 
EMIL BOBU STRESSED THE RIGHT OF EACH PARTY TO WORK OUT ITS 
OWN ITNOEPENDENT POLICY. THE YUGOSLAV DELEGATE TO THE 
CONGRESS HAS SAID MUCH THE SAME. 
MEANWHILE, HERE IN BELGRADE TwO YUGOSLAV ARMY MAGAZINES 
HAVE PUBLISHED AN INTERVIEW WITH TODO DURTOVIC, A TOP 
LEADER OF YUGOSLAVIA'S LEAGUE OF COMMUNISTS, AS THE PARTY IS 
KNOWN HERE, MISTER KURTOVIC DECLARES IN THE INTERVIEW THAT 
CRITICISM OF YUGOSLAVIA FOR OPPORTUNISM AND NATIONALISM 
DOES NOT LEAD TO MUTUAL TRUST, FRANKNESS AND DEMOCRACY. THIS, 
HE GOES ON, CANNOT BE ATTAINED BY IMPOSING THE WILL OF SOME 
OUTSIDE, DETERMINED SO-CALLED INTERNATIONAL INTEREST. 
ANALYSTS VIEW MISTER KURTOVIC'S REMARKS IN THE CONTEXT 
OF THE CONTINUING ARGUMENT BETWEEN THE SOVIET PARTY AND ITS 
ALLIES ON ONE HAND AND ON THE OTHER, YUGOSLAVIA, ROMANIA AND A 
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NUMBER OF INCREASINGLY INDEPENDENT COMMUNIST PARTIES IN 


WESTERN EUROPE. SOME OF THE ARGUMENTS HAVE SURFACED AT OPEN 
FORUMS SUCH AS PARTY CONGRESSES, AND THE DIVISIONS HAVE 
DELAYED A SUMMIT OF EUROPEAN COMMUNIST LEADERS ORIGINALLY 


SCHEOULED TO TAKE PLACE LAST SUMMER. 
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